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(54) VIRTUAL MEMORY MANAGEMENT METHOD FOR PICTURE 
(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To eliminate the disuse of pictures which are under processing even 
though a memory has no space and at the same time to secure parallel 
processing with high efficiency, by connecting a picture compressing/expanding 
circuit and a secondary storage medium to a picture memory. 
CONSTITUTION: A request is first received for development of pictures onto an 
image memory and an image memory 33 has no space. Under such conditions, a 
CPU 32 compresses pictures which are not under processing to transfer to and 
store them in a secondary storage medium 35. Then the image memory of the 
corresponding picture is erased. Thus the CPU 32 produces a new picture 
memory on the memory 33 for requested pictures. Then the compressed 
pictures are read out of the medium 33 and expanded to be developed to the 
memory 33. 
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